
Sustainability Statement 
 
 
Introduction 
 
As the Stern Review highlighted, there is now an overwhelming body of scientific 
evidence showing that climate change is a serious and urgent issue. In 2004, more 
than a quarter of the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions – a major cause of climate 
change – came from the energy we use to heat, light and run our homes. So it’s vital 
to ensure that homes are built in a way that minimises the use of energy and 
reduces these harmful emissions. 
 
Construction and use of our homes has a range of other environmental impacts, 
created for example through water use, waste generation and use of polluting 
materials, which can be significantly reduced through the integration of higher 
sustainability performance standards within the design of a home. More sustainable 
homes can also provide us with improved overall well-being and quality of life. 
 
The Code for Sustainable Homes has been introduced to drive a step-change in 
sustainable home building practice. It is a standard for key elements of design and 
construction which affect the sustainability of a new home. It will become the single 
national standard for sustainable homes, used by home designers and builders as a 
guide to development, and by home-buyers to assist in their choice of home. 
 
It will form the basis for future developments of the Building Regulations in relation 
to carbon emissions from, and energy use in homes, therefore offering greater 
regulatory certainty to developers. And in this era of environmental awareness 
amongst consumers and increasing demand for a more sustainable product, it will 
offer a tool for developers to help achieve customers increasing expectations. 
 
If we build the homes we need, then by 2050, as much as one-third of the total 
housing stock will have been built between now and then. Current house building 
plans therefore offer an important opportunity to build high standards of 
sustainability into the homes we will use in the future. The Code for Sustainable 
Homes will play a key role in enabling us to seize this opportunity, and to build a 
future housing stock which both meets our needs and protects the environment. 
 
In this era, with a more environmentally-conscious public, aware of the urgent need 
to limit their effects on climate change, there is a growing appetite amongst 
consumers for more sustainable products and services. With greater demand for 
homes that offer reduced environmental impact, lower running costs and features 
that enhance health and well-being, there is an increased need for home builders to 
demonstrate their capacity in sustainable home building, and to market the 
sustainability of their homes to homebuyers. The Code for Sustainable Homes offers 
a tool for home builders to demonstrate the sustainability performance of their 
homes. 
 
3b construction intend to embrace the standards and follow the principles set out 
within the Code for Sustainable Homes in order to produce developments which far 
outperform what is traditionally available to the consumer in South West Scotland. 
 
More information can be found at Building A Greener Future  
 



 
 
How will this be achieved? 
 
3b construction’s design team understands that by the decisions it makes on the 
drawing board the global environment is changed. The designers of these buildings 
will take the best of the old wisdom and combine it with the best of the new 
technologies. Strengths and weaknesses of each design feature will be evaluated 
because we want to learn, to change, to make a difference, to lay the foundations for 
the better houses we urgently need for the twenty-first century.  
 
Our houses will be a great example of pragmatic design that manages to incorporate 
not only the values of an ordinary British lifestyle, but also to minimise the 
environmental impacts of doing so while optimising the comfort and well being of its 
occupants. We will demonstrate that these principles can be incorporated into the 
mainstream of the housing market. 
 
Our three principles are 

1. Design for a climate 
2. Design for the physical and social environment 
3. Design for time, be it day or night, a season or the lifetime of a building and 

design a building that will adapt over time (future proofing) 
 
By conforming to the sustainability code we are convinced that healthy, 
environmentally friendly developments will be a real benefit to the region and will be 
an important demonstration of what can be achieved, in mainstream housing, for the 
improved environmental performance of houses and the quality of life of the 
householders.  
 
It is for the above reasons that we propose that our future developments are 
assessed under the BREEAM Ecohomes system and attains a rating of ‘Very Good’ or 
better. 
 
More information can be found at www.breeam.org 

 
 
How will our developments be assessed? 
 
The BREEAM assessment process essentially looks at the following broad range of 
environmental impacts 

• Management  

• Health and Wellbeing  

• Energy  

• Transport  

• Water  

• Material and Waste  



• Land use and Ecology  

• Pollution  

Credits are awarded in each of the above areas according to performance. A set of 

environmental weightings then enables the credits to be added together to produce a 

single overall score. The building is then rated on a scale of: 

PASS, GOOD, VERY GOOD or EXCELLENT 

and a certificate awarded to the development. 

 

3b construction is working in partnership with the following companies, on our 
current projects, to achieve a rating of ‘Very Good’ 
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